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Tractor Driving 
 
Tractors are versatile pieces of machinery due to the ever expanding types of attachments available for them, making 
them valuable tools within many different sectors. 
It is important to use the tractor correctly to ensure that accidents do not happen, so gaining relevant training, and even 
updating your knowledge and skills if you are a more experienced driver, is invaluable. 
Our tractor driving training and assessment course has experienced instructors who will guide you through the training 
to make sure that you are able to use the tractor safely and with confidence, and that the key fundamentals of driving, 
loading and Health and Safety are covered. 
Once you have successfully carried out this course you will receive a certificate of training for tractor driving. 
 
Who is the Course For? Our tractor driving course is suitable for all tractor drivers including novices and 

experienced drivers in agriculture, amenity, forestry, industrial and horticulture 
industries. Our course will allow you to develop and expand where necessary on the skills 
and knowledge required in order to operate the tractor safely and competently. 
 

Duration/Format One to five days depending on experience and units covered 
  
Instructor/Trainee Ratio Max:   1:4 

Course Objectives To enable course members to: 

• Be able to carry out a risk assessment of the tasks in hand. 

• Enter and leave the cab safely. 

• Understand the purpose and meaning of the instrumentation. 

• Understand the function of all controls. 

• Understand the hazards associated with some controls. 

• Start and stop the engine in a safe manner. 

• Be competent in driving a tractor in a forward and reverse direction. 

• Leave the tractor in a safe state. 

• Understand reasons for daily checks. 

• Competently perform checking of the lubrication, cooling and air intake of the engine, 
perform basic lubrication of the tractor and ensure the tractor is in a safe road going 
state. 

• Attach a mounted implement and manoeuvre in a forward and reverse direction with 
a mounted implement. 

• Attach a trailed implement and manoeuvre in a forward and reverse direction with a 
trailed implement. 

• Leave unattached implements in a safe state. 

• Correctly attach a PTO shaft between tractor and implement. 

• Attach the PTO shaft guards correctly. 

• Assess the minimum turning circle of the machine and the angle of the PTO shaft. 

• Carry out basic operations using tractor mounted loader. 
 

Course Content • Preventing accidents 

• Controls 

• Daily checks 

• Driving 

• Mounted implements 
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• Automatic hitching systems 

• Trailed machines 

• PTOs 

• Basic use of loader 

• Field planning 
 

Facilities/Equipment 
Required 

Venue 
Warm, well-lit room with adequate chairs, tables and power supply for theory sessions, 
toilet/washroom. 
Area of hard standing (ideally covered) for maintenance. 
Two suitable tractors in safe working order, fitted with drawbar and pick-up hitches, one 
with mounted loader. (At least one machine per two learners) 
Operator instruction manuals for all equipment used. 
Large area for driving practice, marked out with cones (e.g.) 
 
Trainee 
Overalls, safety boots, wet weather protection. 
Suitable PPE: eye and ear protection, gloves. 
Operator’s instructor manuals for own machinery. 
Writing paper and pens. 
 

Certification: The course can be run as integrated training and assessment registered with Lantra 
Awards. Successful candidates will be awarded a Lantra Certificate of Competence. 
 
Alternatively the course can lead to NPTC Assessment. 

 


