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	Safe Use of Pesticides

	Pesticides are very widely and successfully used in land-based industries, but they can be potentially harmful substances, therefore it is essential that they are handled, applied and stored correctly. This therefore makes training essential and our Safe Use of Pesticides PA1 attendance course will guide you through the key elements of using pesticides safely, and with confidence.



	Who is the Course For?
	Our one day training course is for you if you are employed within the agriculture or horticulture industries, and if you are responsible for the storage, handling and application of pesticides. This course will help you develop your knowledge of health and safety and legislation enabling you to work safely and effectively out in the field.

If you are registered with the NRoSO and/or BASIS (NRoSO = 12 points, BASIS = 12 points).

Due to the use of pesticides, it is important that you are able to read and interpret product information in order to participate in this course.



	Duration/Format
	One day

	
	

	Instructor/Trainee Ratio
	Max:   1:12

	Course Objectives
	To enable course members to:

· Understand your duties under the law and help you become a safe and competent pesticide user.

· Understand what pesticides are and their ‘field of use’.

· State legislation relevant to pesticide application.

· Interpret and use label information.

· Take the appropriate action to protect themselves and the environment.

· Store and transport pesticides safely.

· Dispose of the pesticides and containers safely.

· Record information.



	Course Content
	· Definitions

· Consequences of not using or handling pesticides safely

· Legislation that affects pesticides use

· Pesticide product labels

· Personal protective equipment

· Safe storage and transport of pesticides

· Environmental factors

· Disposal of pesticides and containers

· Dealing with accidents

· Keeping pesticide records



	Facilities/Equipment Required
	Venue

Warm, well lit room with adequate tables and chairs. Electric socket.  Facilities for making refreshments.  Toilets and washing facilities.

Mains water supply & drain

Ideally pesticides store close to course venue.
Trainee

Writing paper and pens.
Calculator (mobile phones are not appropriate)

2 passport sized photos for NPTC registration form if applicable



	Certification
	The course prepares candidates to undertake the National Proficiency Test council PA1 test.

Either prior to or during the PA1 training course, candidates will complete a National Proficiency Test Council (NPTC) Test registration form. The registration forms are collected and sent to a local test centre.

As of 1 January 2006, the PA1 Foundation module is a computer-based assessment using the City & Guilds GOLA system.  Depending on location, candidates may either visit a college with such a computer testing facility, or an invigilator may bring the test to the candidate downloaded onto a laptop.  Candidates must be registered for assessment at least 48 hours prior to the test being available.

The test is multiple choice with 32 questions.  Candidates will need to get a minimum of 24 correct answers (equating to 75% pass rate), which must include a minimum of one question correctly answered in each of the 7 sections.

Candidates are given a 10 minute tutorial in how to navigate the GOLA screens and the function of all the buttons, which is prior to the start of the test.  The test itself is 1 hour in duration. Candidates can apply for 25% extra time (15 minutes) to allow for dyslexia or other mitigating circumstances.  This special dispensation must be requested 2 weeks before the test to allow time for the approval process.

The successful achievement of PA1 is a pre-requisite for any of the application modules.

Once candidates have been successful in PA1 they can take the test for any of the application modules.  This is a practical test and candidates will need to bring all the equipment listed on the relevant sheet as for the training.  

After a successful test, the form is sent to the NPTC at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire, who issue the certificate of competence/identity card. Certificates are usually returned to the individuals, NOT the employer. However there is now an option to request certificates to be sent to the employer’s address.
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