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	Hand Held Applicators (Knapsack)

	Pesticides are very widely and successfully used in land-based industries, but they can be potentially harmful substances, therefore it is essential that they are handled, applied and stored correctly, therefore making training essential.

Our assessment course in Hand Held Applicators has experienced instructors who will guide you through the appropriate and safe use of the hand held applicator.



	Who is the Course For?
	If you are involved in the application of pesticides with a hand held applicator (rotary atomizer or hydraulic nozzle), then our training course is for you. This course will help you develop your knowledge in the use of the equipment and of health and safety requirements.

The duration of the course will be dependent on your experience, and if you are a novice the course will last for two days, or if you have previous/current spraying experience then the course will last for one day.

Before attending this course you will have already attended the Safe Use of Pesticides course.



	Duration/Format
	One to two days

	
	

	Instructor/Trainee Ratio
	Max:   1:6

	Course Objectives
	To enable course members to:

· Identify and describe how hand held applicators work

· Identify and select nozzles for various applications

· Achieve the required spray quality

· Carry out pre-start checks

· Calibrate the applicator

· Mix and fill applicator accurately and safely

· Operate the applicator safely and efficiently in various situations

· Prevent environmental hazards

· Decontaminate and store equipment.



	Course Content
	· Basics of spray application

· Hygiene and Personal Protective Equipment

· The working principles of a knapsack

· Preparation of the applicator for work

· Nozzles

· Calibrating a knapsack

· Mixing, filling and site work

· Calibration – concentration method

· Decontamination, tank washing and storage


	Facilities/Equipment Required
	Venue

Warm, well lit room with adequate tables and chairs. Electric socket.  Facilities for making refreshments.  Toilets and washing facilities.

Mains water supply & drain

Building or yard with large clean concrete floor, and suitable work area outside, e.g. grass, where water can be sprayed.
Trainee

Steel tape measure (2m and 10m long), calculator (mobile phone is not adequate)

Protective clothing for use with pesticides, including face shield, nitrile gloves, coverall  - disposable or waterproof & wellies

One sprayer for each trainee if possible, else one between two.  This must be watertight, clean and in good working order. 

Spare filters/nozzles including extra flood nozzles - e.g. anvil, deflector or polyjet.  If you have them, it would also be useful to bring hollow cone / even spray / flat fan nozzles.

2 Litre Jug and a small callibration jug with 5 - 10 ml measurements

Bucket

Stopwatch/watch for timing in seconds

Marking out materials for measured area - sticks, strips or cones

Instruction books for all sprayers

Wind Speed Gauge

Warning Signs



	Certification
	The course prepares candidates to undertake the National Proficiency Test council PA6A and possibly PA6W test. 

This is a practical test and candidates will need to bring all the equipment listed above.  

Tests are arranged by East Kent Training in order to assist the customer. However this is not obligatory and test options will be discussed before final arrangements are made. 
After a successful test, the form is sent to the NPTC at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire, who issue the certificate of competence/identity card. Certificates are usually returned to the individuals, NOT the employer. However there is now an option to request certificates to be sent to the employer’s address.
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